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Transfiguration of Jesus 
Catholic Church 

 
 

Important Information 
Parish Registration: Welcome to our parish.  New members are asked to call the Parish office to register.  
Current parishioners who relocate are requested to inform us of your move.  To update your registration 
information, please contact Elaine Masinick (emasinick@gmail.com.). 

 
Community: If you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, celebrating a significant event or anniversary, or just 
needing a cheerful message, please contact Judi Matthews at 289-1738 so she can send a card from the 
parish to the person or family. Judi will need the name, address, and information on the occasion in order to 
do so. 
 
Homebound Ministry: If you know of someone who is homebound and would like to receive the Holy 
Eucharist, please contact Rosanna Hirshkind at 285-8647. 

 In need of a Priest:  Deacon Mike can be contacted at 910-271- 4444 should you have an emergency or any 

life and death situation that requires , a priest.  

Sacraments 

Baptism:  Parents must attend 2 preparation classes prior to having your child baptized.  Please 
schedule an appointment with Father Roch or with Deacon Mike to discuss this procedure. 

Marriage:  The marriage preparation program for the Diocese of Raleigh takes six months.  Call the 
parish office to schedule an appointment with Father Roch. 

Sacrament of Penance:  Thursday after Mass, Saturday before Mass or by appointment. 

     Anointing of the Sick: Please call Father Roch if anyone is in need of this sacrament 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
Transfiguration  

Pastor 
Fr. Roch Drozdzik 

910-665-1530 (O) 
919-906-0464 (C) 

         rochdrozdzik@yahoo.com 

 
Deacon 

Deacon Mike Vandiver 
910-285-4737 

 

Mass Schedule: 
Mondays – 9 am 
Tuesdays – 5 pm 
Communion Service 
Wednesdays (mass in 
Magnolia at St. Clara) 
Thursdays -- 9 am  
Fridays -- 9 am 
Saturdays at 5 pm (Eng)  
Sundays at 8:30 am (Eng) 
& 11 am (Spanish) 
See Bulletin for possible 
changes 

 

Adoration: 
Thursday after Mass until 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Reconciliation 
Thursday after Mass and 

Saturday before Mass or by 
appointment 

 

Fr. Roch Office 
Hours:   

 Thursday: 9:30-11am or 
feel free also to set an 
appointment by email. 

 

Mass Intentions and 
Mass Cards  
Geri Cullen 

910-285-7334 
 

Parish Council Chair: 
Julia Bryant 
665-1173 

 
Financial Council 

Chair: 
Mark Hopkins 

 
 
 

December 31, 2017 
The Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flower Donation: 

 

 
Sanctuary candle in memory/honor of:  

Donating Flowers and Sanctuary Candles to decorate our Altar and Church is a great way to honor our beloved ones!  
Please call, text or email Kathy Lord bkretired06@embarqmail.com 

Cell & Text:  910-271-4660   Home:  910-285-8008 

Parish Communitotes 

Our Mission 
To love and know more 

profoundly our Catholic Faith, 
worship the Lord, minister to 
our members and to further 

spread our faith in the 
community. 

Prayer List: Jim Bruggeman, Jill, Christine Stacey, Amy Loutham, John Lenox, Nancy Plumpton, 

John Desmond, Rita Litts, Chris Santella, Terri Miller, Bob Rideout, Candy Williams, Breton Pankoke, 
Tracy Moore, Nathan Pensingser, and all members of the military especially those in harm’s way and 
for our seminarians, Omeed Huemiller and Marlon Mendieta. 

At the beginning of each month, The Prayer List will start a new prayer list.  If someone, friend or family is sick, please let us 
know by emaili, ng eileenhirshkind@aol.com and we will list them in the bulletin. 

mailto:emasinick@gmail.com
mailto:rochdrozdzik@yahoo.com
mailto:eileenhirshkind@aol.com


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The First 1st Sunday Breakfast of 2018 is next Sunday, January 7th.  
We look forward to getting together with our parish community as 
the Christmas season comes to a close and we can take a moment!   
 
We especially want to invite those who are new to the parish.  
Please take a chance on us.  We are quite friendly and hope to see 
you! 
 
If you've not been before, we have ovens to keep things warm, 
serving utensils, and place settings.   We have coffee, tea, juice.   In 
the past parishioners have brought casseroles, donuts, nut bars, 
cake, french toast, fruit, bagels, deviled eggs--a HUGE variety of 
goodies--sweet & savory, cold & hot!  We so enjoy everyone's 
contribution.  You can drop off your food in the parish hall/kitchen 
prior to Mass. 
 
 
Christmas Homily – By Deacon Mike Vandiver 

Do you like mystery stories?  I’ve read every Sherlock 
Holmes story.  Some of you may have seen the recent movie, The 
Murder on the Orient Express.  We like a surprise ending.  On the 
fourth Sunday of Advent St Paul writes to the Romans about, “the 
revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages”.  What is this 
mystery?  What’s the revelation, the surprise ending, to the story?  
It turns out that the Old Testament is a mystery novel and Christmas 
is the last chapter that reveals the twist to the story.   

In the first Chapter of Genesis, we hear God say “Let us 
make humankind in our image, according to our likeness”.  Up to the 
moment of Christ’s birth we didn’t know the image and likeness of 
God.  It was the mystery kept secret for long ages.  Now, with the 
coming of Christ, we know the surprise ending to the story.  The one 
true God is the surprise ending to the Old Testament story. 
We read in Luke Chapter 2 that after the angels left, the shepherds 
went to Bethlehem.  “So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.”  At that moment, when 
they entered the cave, the shepherds were looking at the 
humankind image and likeness of God; a father, a mother, and the 
sign of their love, a child. 

Entering the stable the shepherds saw Joseph the image of 
the Father.  Joseph wasn’t the birth father of Jesus, but he loved him 
and raised him like his own son.  I can relate to that.  My birth Father 
was adopted by my grandparents.  My own stepfather was the one 
who helped raise me and got me to where I am today.  This year, 
we’re celebrating Christmas for the first time with our adopted 
granddaughter.  She is now a part of our hearts and our family. 
Some of you were adopted, or raised by a stepfather, or adopted a 
child yourself! St. Paul tells us through Baptism we’re all adopted 
sons and daughters of God.  Any man, married or single, that loves 
Jesus, and protects and guards the children of God, is like Joseph.  A 
good example of this is Fr. Roch.  His bride is the Church. Like Joseph 
he has adopted all of us as his children. 

 
 

 
 
Look at the men in our Church tonight.  These righteous 

men who do as the Lord commands are all like Joseph.  They are the 
image and likeness of God the loving Father who protects and guides 
his adopted sons and daughters. 

The Shepherds saw Mary the image of the Holy Spirit.  In 
the Nicene Creed we say “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life”. When Mary said yes to the Father, she gave human life 
to Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.   On that original 
Christmas night she brought that life into our world.  When the 
shepherds saw Mary they saw the giver of life.  Think about your 
mother.  Like Mary she carried you and protected you in the womb 
until you were born.  Your mother was the giver of your life!   

Keep in mind that Mary was also a virgin.  You don’t have 
to be a birth mother to bring life into the world.  My grandmother 
gave my father life when she adopted him and raised him as her 
only child.  St. Teresa of Calcutta, another virgin, brought life into 
the world through her ministry.  That’s why we call her Mother 
Teresa.  Our first Communion and Faith Formation teachers, our 
choir members, our sacristans, the social committee, etc. are givers 
to our Church.  Look around at the women here tonight.  When you 
look at your wife, you mother, your grandmother, your daughters, 
all these women of God, you are looking at an image of the Holy 
Spirit, the giver of life. 

Now, look at the statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  When 
Mary appeared in Mexico, she came as the pregnant mother of 
Jesus.  Do you remember when you were in the womb???  I hope 
not!  For nine months you are your mother were individual people 
but you were united in one body.  The Blessed mother and all 
pregnant women are the image of the relationship of God the Father 
and the Son through all of eternity until this special day, Christmas. 
On the original Christmas Day the mystery of God is no longer 
hidden from us.  Today, the Trinity is revealed to the world.  When 
the shepherds looked at baby Jesus they weren’t looking at an image 
of God.  They actually saw the second person of the Blessed Trinity: 
JESUS.  The saw the face of love.  “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.” 

Christ came to us on that first Christmas morning to show 
us that God is a loving family.  We were created in the image and 
likeness of the Trinity to be part of their eternal life. Through sin we 
were separated from God. Christ came into the world to bring us 
home.  W were lost but now are found.  He brought us back into 
relationship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Jesus came to 
recreate the family of God here on earth. 

Jesus doesn’t want us to get lost again.  To protect his 
family Jesus created His Church. Jesus designed His Church to first 
bring us into the family through Baptism.  He organized it, and gave 
us the Sacraments, to help us maintain our relationship with God.  
When we come to Mass we gather with all of our family in Heaven 
and on Earth to love God, We’re like the shepherds on that first 
Christmas night coming to see our Messiah, and our Lord. 

Here’s what we need to realized when we celebrate 
Christmas.  For us, Christmas is not a one-time event.  It’s not a once 

Mass Intentions   
Sat Dec 30 - Repose of the soul of Marilyn Rudy requested by Carolyn & Jim Bruggeman 
Sun Dec 31 - Repose of the soul of Joseph Wassil requested by Karen Mackey 
Mon Jan 1 – Special intention for healing of Christian Bock requested by Jennifer & Rich Ciuccoli. 
Tue Jan 2 
Wen Jan 3 
Thu Jan 4 
Fri Jan 5 -  
Sat Jan 6- Repose of Paul Lynn Isenhauer requested by Karen Mackey 
Sun Jan 7 -  
John 11:25-26: Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die”   Contact Geri Cullen to schedule Mass Intentions 910-285-7334 



a year celebration.  Christmas happens every day at every Mass. Like 
the shepherds on that first Christmas night, at Mass we celebrate 
with the angels and all the saints in Heaven.  Like Mary and Joseph, 
at every Mass we celebrate the miraculous coming of Christ into our 
world.  At every Mass, like the shepherds, we can see Jesus face to 
face. 

Tonight, surrounded by our family, the image of God, let 
us remember that at every Mass we  receive the greatest Christmas 
gift of all, the body and blood of Jesus. At every Mass, through the 
Eucharist, we become part of the mystery of God.  We become one 
with Jesus, the way he was one with his mother, Mary.  We become 
one with Christ the way he is one with his Father in Heaven.   
Whenever, we receive the real body and blood of Christ, let us 
thankfully pray the words of the angels, “Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  Truly, God’s 
favor rests on all of us here tonight who receive Jesus in the 
Eucharist, and are part of his family, the Body of Christ. 

 
Join Us for Journey of Faith! Are you curious about the 
Catholic Faith?  Is the Holy Spirit calling you to learn more 
about Catholic Faith? Both Catholics and those inquiring 
about the faith are welcome to join us on Thursday nights for 
this joyous journey of faith.  We will be using called This Is 
Our Faith.  For more information contact Fr. Roch, Deacon 
Mike or Patty George.   Returning on:   January 4 
Ch. 11 Christian Destiny: The Last Things p 147-162 Fr Roch 
 
Adoration: We will resume Adoration on January 4, 2018. 
Thank you for your faithfulness in spending time with Christ. 
 
Women of Grace Foundational Study January 19–May 11, 
2018 Friday’s, 9:30 AM Our Lady of Lourdes, Fallon Center 
Join other women on a journey to discover your mission and 
purpose in the world today. Grow closer to Christ and His 
Church through Scripture, the Catechism, and wisdom of 
early Church fathers and Popes. Childcare available for a 
nominal fee – indicate if needed. Cost $50 for book and 
workbook Please contact Cathy Gephart 
(cathy@gephartbuilt.com) to register. 
 
2018 Women's Retreat on Charisms and Contemplative 
Prayer Led by Angela Neumann February 23rd - 25th, 2018 
Avila Retreat Center, Durham NC The gorgeous grounds of 
the Avila Retreat Center provide the perfect backdrop to 
strengthen our faith life.  Through insightful sessions and 
discussion, Angie will help us improve our contemplative 
prayer life and learn our charisms, or gifts, that we can use in 
lives of service and faith as women of grace.  Presented by 
Full of Grace Women's Ministry at Our Lady of Lourdes. Cost 
is $180 for 2 nights, including meals.– checks payable to OLL. 
Contact Ami Robbins (arobb20@gmail.com) to register. 
 
Divorced?  Remarried?  Planning to marry someone who is 
divorced?  Do you have questions about freedom to marry 
in the Catholic Church?  Did you know that the Tribunal is 
available to answer these and any other questions you may 
have about remarriage in the Church?  Please contact Mrs. 
Vikki Newell 919-821-9759 with your questions, or you may 
wish to visit our website 

http://www.dioceseofraleigh.org/offices/tribunal for further 
information.  We welcome the opportunity to help you. 
 
LML Youth Rally Don’t miss the 8th annual Love My Life 
Youth Rally, Saturday, January 13 at Holy Name of Jesus 
Cathedral beginning at 9:30 AM. We welcome Chris Padgett 
this year to a special new tent on the Cathedral grounds, 
followed by a procession into Mass, celebrated by Bishop Luis 
Rafael Zarama. Next we will grab a light lunch and travel to 
Halifax Mall to join NC Right to Life for the annual March for 
Life!    This year we are asking Youth Leaders, Confirmation 
leaders and 8th grade teachers to visit the following link to 
enter headcounts: https://raldioc.configio.com/go/love-my-
life  For more information visit www.dioceseofraleigh.org/lml 
or contact Marybeth.phillips@raldioc.org 
 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14  God sets a father in honor over his children; 
a mother's authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever 
honors his father atones for sins, and preserves himself from 
them. 
When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches who reveres 
his mother.  Whoever honors his father is gladdened by 
children, and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever reveres his 
father will live a long life; he who obeys his father brings 
comfort to his mother. 
 
My son, take care of your father when he is old; grieve him 
not as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate of 
him; revile him not all the days of his life; kindness to a father 
will not be forgotten, firmly planted against the debt of your 
sins—a house raised in justice to you. 
 
Mass and service project for the Diocesan observance of the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday- Join Bishop Luis Rafael 
Zarama as we celebrate our Catholic Social Teaching and the 
social justice legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Mon., 
Jan. 15, 2018 at 10:00 am at Holy Name of Jesus Cathedral. 
The service project, re-packaging of the diapers brought for 
the LML Rally and to the Mass, will begin immediately 
following Mass in the narthex of the Cathedral. For more 
information contact the AAMEN office, 919-821-9763 or 
Lauren.Green@Raldioc.org. 
 
March for Life in Washington, DC- Join us for the North 
Carolina Mass on Friday, January 19 at 11:30 am in the 
Basilica of the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, DC, followed by the March for Life on the 
National Mall. The faithful are asked to meet at the Navy 
Memorial before joining the March for Life in 
progress.  Contact the Office of Respect Life and Social 
Concerns at (919) 719-8267 or Marybeth.phillips@raldioc.org 
for information about getting a seat on a bus leaving from 
more than 20 parishes within the Diocese. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

OUR MINISTRIES 
Liturgist: Rosanna Hirshkind (285-8647) or momrd5@gmail.com  

--Adoration: Pat Gasparini (285-4727), Donna Schulz (285-0711) 
--Altar Servers: Peter Huemiller (385-6281) 
-- Sacristans: Tish Vandiver (285-4737), Barbara Crecco (665-1231) 
--Extraordinary Ministers, Lectors, Greeters:  Rosanna Hirshkind (285-8647) 
-- Extraord. Ministers, Lect, Greeters Scheduler: Maureen McCarthy (285-5194) 
--Homebound Eucharistic Ministry: Rosanna Hirshkind (285-8647) 
--Magnificat:  Kathy Lord (271-4660) 
--Music:  Lara Capparuccia (910-324-5540) 

Faith Formation (Adult & Children):  Fran Braks (665-1092) 

                --Lighthouse CD info, Sheila Bertoldi 410-979-8200 

Pastoral Care:  Deacon Mike (285-4737) 
--Bereavement & Hospitality: Kathy Lord (271-4660), Julie Couch (271-6808) 
--Greetings: Judi Matthews (289-1738) Jstiddm@gmail.com   
--Prayer Shawl: Delores Huemiller (385-7891) 
--Prayer Tree: Geri Cullen (285-7334), Lita Hopkins (285-2830), Cheryl Partyka (285-6661 
--Vocation Liaison: Gary Deininger 

Hispanic: Luis Galan (271-4200) or luisgalan_r@hotmail.com or 
www.facebook.com/TransfigurationCatholicChurch 
Fellowship: Karen Lutze ktlutze@gmail.com 

--Christmas Concert & Dinner:  
--First Sunday Breakfast: Diana Nizamoff (665-1251), Lillian Jimenez (665-1022), 
--Feast of the Transfiguration 
--Heritage Month Feast 

Works of Mercy:  Deacon Mike Vandiver (285-4737) 
--Community: Feed Our Hungry Children, Julia Callahan (285-0503), Julie Couch (271-6808) 
--Human Life & Dignity Committee: Maureen MacCarthy, Julia Bryant (benjulb@gmail.com 
--Knights of Columbus: Huck Booz, 285-5250 
--Prison Ministry in Pender County: Deacon Mike Vandiver (285-4737) 

  Stewardship:  Mark Hopkins (285-2830) markhopkins121@gmail.com 
                   --Accounting Administrator:  JoAnn Booz (285-5250) 

Administration:  Julia Bryant (910 665 1173) 
--Bulletin: Eileen Hirshkind (eileenhirshkind@aol.com) 
--Calendar:  Augie Jimenez (augiedog104@gmail.com ) 
--Computer Security:  John McCarthy  
--Email, Voicemail, Facebook: Huck Booz or Jo Price 
--Historian:  Julia Callahan (285-0503) jcallahan0503@gmail.com  
--Maintenance: Paul Lonsway 285-5982 
--Publicity: Julia Callahan (285-0503) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) jcallahan0503@gmail.com 
--Registration: Elaine Masinick (emasinick@gmail.com); 
--Safe Environment Education: Fran Braks (665-1092) 
--Welcome Packets, Kaye Pulzone, 463-1218, kbpulzone@charter.net 
--Website: Peter Huemiller (phuemiller@gmail.com) 
 
 
 
 

. 

Transfiguration Roman Catholic Church 
PO Box 1601 
506 East Main St 
Wallace, NC 28466 
Phone: 910-665-1530 
Email: transfigurationofjesus.wallace@gmail.com 
 www.transfigurationofjesusparish.org 
 

 
 
 
 

Connect to the Diocese of Raleigh 
www.dioceseofraleigh.org 

 

 
Being a Knight of Columbus is all about giving back 
to your community and building bonds of 
brotherhood. If you wou.ld like to be a part of our 
efforts to support our parish and our local 
community contact Huck Booz, 285-5250 
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