
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Events This Week 

 
 

 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 18, 2020 

 
Pastor 
Rev. Randy Gonzales, CICM 
+1-910-665-1530 (Office) 
+1-919-710-0486 (Cell) 
fr.randy.gonzales@raldioc.org  
transfigurationofjesusparish.org 
 
Deacon 
Deacon Mike Vandiver 
+1-919-285-4737 
 
Bookkeeper 
JoAnn Booz  
+1-910-441-0810 
 
Daily Mass Schedule  
Mon. 9 AM  
Tue.    5 PM Vespers 

Communion Service 
Wed. 7 PM Mass Magnolia  
              Adoration  
Thur. 9 AM 
Fri. 9 AM 
 
Sat. 5 PM (Eng) 7 PM (Spa) 
Sun. 8:30, 10:00 (English) 
 11:00 AM (Spanish) 
               4:00 PM Sta. Clara Spanish  
 

Adoration 
Thursday after mass until 6 PM 
 
Reconciliation 
Thur. after 9AM mass 
Sat. 4:00 PM  
or by appointment  
 
Office Hours  
Mon. 9-12, 4-6PM 
Tue. Day-off  
Wed. 9-12 
 4-6PM Magnolia 
Thur. 9-12, 4-6PM 
Fri. 9-12, 4-6PM 
 

Mass Intentions and Mass Cards 
Donna Schulz 910-285-0711 
 
Parish Council  
Julia Bryant 757-759-4951 
Chairperson 
 
Finance Council  
Mark Hopkins 
Chair  
 
Hispanic Ministry 
Luis Galan – Coordinator  
    
 
 

Transfiguration of 
Jesus  

 

Our Mission 
To love and know more profoundly our Catholic 
faith, worship the Lord, minister to our members 
and to further spread our faith in the community.  
 

The Pope's Monthly Intention: October 2020 
We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, may 

participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church. 
 
 

 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time Cycle A 
Background on the Gospel Reading 
In today’s Gospel Jesus and the religious leaders in Jerusalem continue their tense 
exchange of questions and challenges. At this point the disciples of the Pharisees, 
together with the Herodians, try to entrap Jesus by their question about the payment 
of taxes. 
 
Matthew sets up an unusual partnership between the Pharisees and the Herodians. 
The Herodians were supporters of Herod Antipas, a Jewish political leader who 
collaborated with the Romans. Such collaboration would have required a 
compromised observance of the Mosaic Law. The Pharisees, on the other hand, 
taught scrupulous observance of the Mosaic Law and opposed Roman occupation. 
Herodians favored the payment of taxes; the Pharisees opposed it. The Herodians 
and the Pharisees approach Jesus, asking that he take sides in their dispute. If Jesus 
answers with the Pharisees, he shows himself to be an enemy of Rome. If he 
answers with the Herodians, he offends popular Jewish religious sensibilities. 
 
Jesus’ response to this attempt to trap him exposes the guile of his questioners. 
From his first words to them, Jesus shows that he is very much aware of what they 
are trying to do. He asks to see a Roman coin, which is readily provided to him. It 
may have come from the hand of a Herodian, but the Pharisees show themselves to 
be quite willing to accept this compromise. Jesus has already exposed the Pharisees 
as hypocrites. 

Jesus takes his response one step further. He asks that his questioners examine the 
coin. Agreeing that it is Caesar’s image on the coin, Jesus tells them that it must 
belong to Caesar. Avoiding the question of lawfulness altogether, Jesus answers 
their question with simple logic. Then, going further still, Jesus tells them that their 
obligation is to pay to God that which belongs to God. 

Jesus’ response to the Herodians and Pharisees suggests the ethic that Christians 
ought to adopt. It reminds us of the importance of keeping things in their proper 
perspective. Do we attach ourselves to worldly things at the expense of the love and 
honor that we owe to God? 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/ 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Isaiah 45:1,4-6 
The Lord chooses Cyrus to subdue the nations 
for the sake of Israel. 

Psalm 96:1,3-10: Sing praise to the Lord. 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b 
Paul greets the Thessalonians, recalling the 
Gospel they received. 

Matthew 22:15-21 
The Pharisees send their disciples to test Jesus 
with a question about taxes. 

 



 
 

Mass Intentions 
October 18  Repose of the soul of Beatrice Parks, Mother of Karen Lutze, requested by 

Diana and Bob Conte 
 
This Week’s Activities  
Monday, October 19  Bible Study (9:45-10:45AM)  
Thursday, October 22  Adoration (9:30-10:30 AM) after mass and morning prayer 
   RCIA Class (6-7:30 PM) 
 
October is Respect Life Month: 
To recognize the value of life from conception to natural death, the Catholic Church celebrates Life every 
October. This year, Transfiguration will hold a baby shower to support Room At The Inn, a Catholic agency 
which “operates housing and programs for homeless, single, pregnant women and single mothers with 
children offering them opportunities to have new lives of healthy, hope-filled independence.” Women of all 
faiths are welcome! 
 
Please consider donating from the following list: Bath products, Infant hardback books, Neutral diaper bags, 
Gift bags/tissue paper, Infant gowns/Velcro swaddlers, Head support for car seats, Infant comb/brush sets, 
Nail clippers (infant), Long sleeve jammies (NB, 0-3, 3 months), Infant pants (NB, 0-3, 3 months), 
Thermometers (infant), Toys (0-6 months) e.g. rattles, soft grab, stack blocks, snuggler, Wipes, Diapers of all 
sizes.  ***Cash donations can be made at roominn.org/donate 
 
Please leave your items in the parish hall beginning October 3rd. Thank you for your continued 
generosity to those families aspiring to better things. 
 
Life-Line Ministry: Ms. Cely Cumbo, director of Life-Line Ministry in Sampson County, will be 
speaking in all the masses in the weekend of October 17-18 to share about this ministry. The parish 
is supporting this ministry and there are parishioners volunteering to this ministry.   
 
Life-Line Mission: Life Line provides compassionate care and support by empowering individuals 
facing pregnancy-related decisions. 
 
World Mission Sunday 
Here I Am, Send Me! 
Today, on World Mission Sunday, we respond, “Here I Am, Send Me,” to our baptismal call to mission, 
and we offer, at the Eucharistic celebration, our prayers and our generous financial support, through the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith, to continue the mission of Jesus. Today we are “sent” out to 
witness to mission in the world through our prayers and sacrifices for our brothers and sisters around the 
world. As little as...  
 
$25 helps support a catechist for a month in remote Latin America 
$75 provides for the work of religious Sisters caring for orphaned children in Africa  
$100 assists families in sending their children to schools in Asia  
 
As always, your prayers are your most treasured gift to the Missions. Your prayers and financial help, 
offered today, WORLD MISSION SUNDAY, support mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and 
lay catechists who are Christ’s witnesses to a world so in need of His healing, love, and peace.  
 
 



 
 

Prayer Before an Election 
Lord God, as the election approaches, we seek to better understand the issues and concerns that confront 
our city/state/country, and how the Gospel compels us to respond as faithful citizens in our community. 
We ask for eyes that are free from blindness so that we might see each other as brothers and sisters, one 
and equal in dignity, especially those who are victims of abuse and violence, deceit and poverty. We ask 
for ears that will hear the cries of children unborn and those abandoned, men and women oppressed 
because of race or creed, religion or gender. We ask for minds and hearts that are open to hearing the voice 
of leaders who will bring us closer to your Kingdom. We pray for discernment so that we may choose 
leaders who hear your Word, live your love, and keep in the ways of your truth as they follow in the steps 
of Jesus and his Apostles and guide us to your Kingdom of justice and peace. We ask this in the name of 
your Son Jesus Christ and through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (usccb.org).  
 
Also, many of you have made up your mind, however I invite you to read the USCCB’s document on 
FORMING CONSCIENCES FOR FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP. https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf.  
 
Prayer Tree  
Prayer Tree Requests should be sent to all three committee members. This is to insure that no 
prayer request goes unanswered.  Also, please make sure that permission is given by the person or 
family needing prayer, to send out the request. 

Cheryl Partyka --  cherylpartyka@gmail.com -- 910-285-6661 
Donna Davis -- donnamd56@gmail.com --910-285-5326 
Maureen Goodwin -- maureengoodwin65@gmail.com -- 240-252-9727 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Important Information 
Parish Registration: Welcome to our parish.  New members are asked to call the Parish office to register.  Current parishioners 
who relocate are requested to inform us of your move.  To update your registration information, please contact Elaine Masinick 
(emasinick@gmail.com). 
 
If you know of anyone who is ill, bereaved, celebrating a significant event or anniversary, or just needing a cheerful message, notify 
Julia Bryant so she can send a card from the parish to the person or family. Julia will need the name, address, and information on 
the occasion in order to do so. 
 
Homebound Ministry: If you know of someone who is homebound and would like to receive the Holy Eucharist, please contact 
Fr. Randy or Deacon Mike.  

In need of a Priest: Should you have an emergency or any life and death situation that requires, a priest, call Fr. Randy 919-710-
0486 

Sacraments 

Baptism:  Parents must attend 2 preparation classes prior to having your child baptized. Please schedule an appointment with 
Father Randy or with Deacon Mike to discuss this procedure. 

Marriage: The marriage preparation program for the Diocese of Raleigh takes six months. Call the parish office to schedule an 
appointment with Father Randy 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Thursday after Mass, Saturday before Mass or by appointment. 
     Anointing of the Sick: Please call Father Randy if anyone is in need of this sacrament.  

Monthly Finances        Month of 09/20      YTD 2020/2021     
REVENUE     
Offertory   $11,367   $35,044 
Maintenance   $  1,545   $  1,805 
Other revenue   $     259   $  1,603 
Total Revenue   $13,171   $38,452 
Donations to Fr. Fernando     $   6,961     

 
 

 


